
          Item 7 

Warwickshire Police & Crime Panel 

14 June 2013 

 

 Consultation on the proposal to create three new Local Justice 
Areas covering West Midlands and Warwickshire 

Recommendations 
 
That members indicate their approval to the direction taken in the proposed 
response to the above Consultation as set out in Paragraph 6 of this report. 

 

1. The West Midlands and Warwickshire’s Justices’ Clerk is consulting on the 
restructuring of the magistrates’ benches.  The proposals (Appendix 1) involve the 
creation of three new Local Justice Areas for West Midlands and Warwickshire. 
 

2. The proposals do not propose court house closures and do not suggest that 
magistrates will be required to sit in locations not of their choice or that they would 
find difficult to reach.  Any decisions around court closures will be made elsewhere 
and will be subject to a separate and Public Consultation. 

 
3. The proposals are intended to provide greater flexibility in the way magistrates can 

sit and can be supported by a reduced staffing complement.  It is also argued that 
they will put West Midlands and Warwickshire in the best position to respond to 
further changes that will inevitably face the Courts Service in the future.  

 
4. The Justices’ Clerk will decide, having considered all responses received, whether 

to petition the Lord Chancellor to lay an order before parliament to create three 
Local Justice Areas (three benches), which he envisages would be in place during 
2014. 

 
5. The Consultation ends on 17 June. 

 
6. The Panel is asked to consider the Consultation proposals and comment on the 

following proposed draft response: 

“We have had the opportunity to consider the proposals set out in the above 
consultation paper and support the proposal to establish 3 LJA’s and in particular, 
the Coventry and Warwickshire LJA. This would seem desirable in the interests 
of efficiency and economy, and we agree that they will provide greater flexibility 
for magistrates in the way they sit.  Overall, the proposals seem a sensible step 



towards putting Warwickshire and West Midlands in a better position to meet 
future challenges and changes faced by the Courts Service. 

Any concerns regarding the new arrangements would arise in connection with 
any further proposals to consolidate certain types of work at particular courts or to 
close courthouses.  As you are aware, the requirement is to have regard to the 
courthouse being reasonably accessible to those people resident in the 
LJA.  Once the LJA is enlarged, the potential view of what constitutes ‘reasonably 
accessible to Warwickshire residents’ may shift.  

We would hope, therefore, that whether or not there is a formal requirement for 
consultation, an early and informal consultative approach will be taken in respect 
of any further proposals relating to the closure of court houses or the future 
consolidation of work.” 

 
 
Greta Needham 
Head of Law & Governance 
Resources Group 
Warwickshire County Council 
 
gretaneedham@warwickshire.gov.uk 
01926 412319 
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